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CDC changes 
school guidance, 
allowing desks to 
be closer 









By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Students can 
safely sit just 3 feet apart in the 
classroom as long as they wear 
masks but should be kept the usu- 
al 6 feet away from one another 
at sporting events, assemblies, 
lunch or chorus practice, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said Friday in relaxing 
its COVID-19 guidelines. 
The revised recommendations 
represent a turn away from the 
6-foot standard that has sharply 
limited how many students some 
schools can accommodate. 
some places have had to remove 
desks, stagger schedules and | | 
take aad steps to keep children a social distancing reminder is posted on a hallway floor of Nebinger Elementary School in Philadelphia, Friday, March 19, 
apart. 2021. 

Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 


Three feet “gives school 
districts greater flexibility to 
have more students in for a 
prolonged period of time,” 
said Kevin Quinn, director 
of maintenance and fa- 
cilities at Mundelein High 
School in suburban Chica- 
go. 

In recent months, schools in 
some states have been dis- 
regarding the CDC guide- 
lines, Using 3 feet as their 
standard. Studies of what 
happened in some of them 
heloed sway the agency, 
said Greta Massetti, who 
leads the CDC’s commv- 
nity interventions task force. 
“We don't really have the 
evidence that 6 feet is re- 
quired in order to maintain 
low spread,” she said. Also, 
younger children are less 
likely to get seriously ill from 
the coronavirus and don't 
seem to spread it as much 
as adults do, and “that al- 
lows us that confidence 
that that 3 feet of physical 
distance is safe.” 

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky said the revised 
recommendations are a 
“roadmap to help schools 
reopen safely, and remain 
open, for in-person instruc- 
tion.” She said in-person 
schooling gives students 
not only “the education 
they need to succeed" 
but access to crucial social 
and mental health services. 
The new guidance: 
Removes recommen- 


j 





In this March 18, 2021, file photo, students in teacher Christopher Duggan’s science class clean 
their work areas at the end of class at Windsor Locks High School in Windsor Locks, Conn. 


dations for plastic shields 
or other barriers between 
desks. “We don't have a 
lot of evidence of their ef- 
fectiveness” in preventing 
transmission, Massetti said. 
— Advises at least 3 feet 
of soace between desks in 
elementary schools, even 
in towns and cities where 
community spread is high, 
so long as students and 
teachers wear masks and 
take other precautions. 

— Says spacing can also be 
3 feet in middie and high 
schools, so long as there Is 
not a high level of spread 
in the community. If there 
is, the distance should be 
at least 6 feet. 

The CDC said 6 feet should 


still be maintained in com- 
mon areas, such as school 
lobbies, and when masks 
can’t be worn, such as 
when eating. 

Also, students should be 
kept 6 feet apart in situa- 
tions where there are a lot 
of people talking, cheering 
or singing, all of which can 
expel droplets containing 
the coronavirus. That  in- 
cludes chorus practice, as- 
semblies and sports events. 
Teachers and other adults 
should continue to stay 6 
feet from one another and 
from students, the CDC 
sald. 

The CDC's 6-foot advice 
for schools, issued last year, 
was the same standard ap- 
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plied to workplaces and 
other settings. In contrast, 
the World Health Organiza- 
tion suggested | meter —a 
little over 3 feet — was suffi- 
cient in schools. The Ameri- 
can Academy of Pediatrics 
says desks should be 3 feet 
apart and “ideally” 6 feet. 
The CDC guidance was 
problematic for many 
schools that traditionally 
had 25, 30 or more children 
per classroom in_ close- 
ly grouped desks. Some 
schools adopted compli- 
cated schedules. For ex- 
ample, half a class might 
come to school on some 
days, and the other half on 
other days. 

Some schools stopped us- 


ing lockers and staggered 
when different grades 
could move between 
classes to avoid crowding 
in the halls, where main- 
taining any distance aft all 
can be difficult. 

The Ridley school system in 
suburban Philadelphia took 
steps like that to abide by 
the 6-foot guideline. But 
neighboring communi- 
ties went with 3 feet, “and 
we're not seeing the data 
really reflect a_ different 
soread rate,” said Lee Ann 
Wenizel, district superinten- 
dent. 

Even before the CDC act- 
ed, the district had decid- 
ed to shift to 3-foot distanc- 
ing next month. Wenitzel 
said the change in CDC 
guidance will make it eas- 
ier to explain and defend 
the decision. 

A recent study in Mas- 
sachusetts looked aft stu- 
dents and staff members in 
schools that used the 3-foot 
standard and those that 
had the 6-foot one. It found 
no significant difference in 
infection rates. 

Massetti said other re- 
search has also been influ- 
ential, including two studies 
the CDC released Friday. 
One out of Utah found 
low coronavirus transmis- 
sion rates among students 
who did a good job wear- 
ing masks and whose desks 
were only 3 feet apart. The 
other study, done in Mis- 
sour, pointed to a similar 
conclusion.) 





By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 





Five White House staffers 
have been fired because 
of their past use of drugs, 
including marijuana, press 





In this March 18, 2021 photo, the White House is shown in 
Washington. Five White House staffers have been fired because 
of their past use of drugs, including marijuana. 
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secretary Jen Psaki said on 
Friday. 

Marijuana has become a 
delicate issue for President 
Joe Biden's administration 
because 15 states and 


5 White House staffers lose jobs over 


drugs, marijuana use 


Washington, D.C., allow 
for recreational usage, de- 
soite a federal prohibition. 
The administration has 
tried not to automatically 
penalize potential staffers 
for legal behavior in their 
communities by develop- 
ing a more flexible policy, 
Psaki said in a statement to 
The Associated Press. 

“In an effort to ensure that 
more people have an 
opportunity to serve the 
oublic, we worked in co- 
ordination with the secu- 
rity service to ensure that 
more people have the 
opportunity to serve than 


would not have in the past 
with the same level of re- 
cent drug use,” Psaki said. 
“While we will not get into 
individual cases, there 
were additional factors at 
play in many instances for 
the small number of indi- 
viduals who were. termi- 
nated.” 

Hundreds of aides in the 
2-month-old Biden admin- 
istration have cleared the 
suitability review by career 
staffers handling security 
issues. The White House 
has said there can be mul- 
tiole factors for dismissals, 
including hard drug use. 


The marijuana policy has 
become less stringent un- 
der the Biden administra- 
tion, allowing for up to 15 
past uses in a year among 
White House staffers. 

The broader federal gov- 
ernment has also become 
somewhat more. lenient, 
with the Office of Personnel 
Management releasing a 
memo that says a person 
should not be deemed un- 
fit merely because of past 
marijuana usage. The seri- 
ousness of the use and the 
nature of the position will 
also be factors in judging 
new hires.) 
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4 men linked to Proud sia dul charged in plot to attack Capitol 


By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press 

Four men described as 
leaders of the far-right 
Proud Boys have been 
charged in the U.S. Capitol 
riots, as an indictment or- 
dered unsealed on Friday 
presents fresh evidence 
of how federal officials 
believe group members 
planned and carried out a 
coordinated attack to stop 
Congress from. certifying 
President Joe Biden’s elec- 
toral victory. 

So far, at least 19 leaders, 
members or associates of 
the neo-fascist Proud Boys 
have been charged in fed- 
eral court with offenses re- 
lated fo the Jan. 6 riots. The 
latest indictment suggests 
the Proud Boys deployed 
a much larger contingent 
in. Washington, with over 
60 users “participating in” 
an encrypted messaging 
channel for group mem- 
bers that was created a 
day before the riots. 

The Proud Boys abandoned 
an earlier channel and cre- 
ated the new “Boots on 
the Ground” channel after 
police arrested the group’s 
top leader, Enrique Tarrio, 
in Washington. Tarrio was 
arrested on Jan. 4 and 
charged with vandalizing a 
Black Lives Matter banner 
at a historic Black church 
during a protest in Decem- 
ber. He was ordered to stay 
out of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Tarrio hasn't been 
charged in connection 





The Capitol is seen beyond the base of the Washington Monument before sunrise in Washington, 


Wednesday, March 10, 2021. 


with the riots, but the lat- 
est indictment refers to him 
by his title as Proud Boys’ 
chairman. 

Ethan Nordean and Jo- 
sepoh Biggs, two of the four 
defendants charged in the 
latest indictment, were ar- 
rested several weeks ago 
on separate but related 
charges. The new _ indict- 
ment also charges Zachary 
Rehl and Charles Donohoe. 
Nordean, 30, of Auburn, 
Washington, was da Proud 
Boys chapter president and 
member of the group's 
national “Elders Coun- 
cil.” Biggs, 37, of Ormond 
Beach, Florida, is a self-de- 
scribed Proud Boys organiz- 
er. Rehl, 35, of Philadelphia, 


and Donohoe, 33, of North 
Carolina, serve as presi- 
dents of their local Proud 
Boys chapters, according 
to the indictment. 

A lawyer for Biggs declined 
to comment. Attorneys for 
the other three men didn’t 


immediately respond to 
messages seeking com- 
ment Friday. 


Proud Boys members, who 
describe themselves as a 
politically incorrect men’s 
club for “Western chauvin- 
ists,’ have frequently en- 
gaged in street fights with 
antifascist activists at rallies 
and protests. Vice Media 
co-founder Gavin McInnes, 
who founded the Proud 
Boys in 2016, sued the 


Associated Press 
Southern Poverty Law Cen- 
ter for labeling it as a hate 
group. 
The Proud Boys met at the 
Washington Monument 
around 10 a.m. on Jan. 6 
and marched to the Capi- 
tol before then-President 
Donald Trump _ finished 
addressing thousands of 
supporters near the White 
House. Around two hours 
later, just before Congress 
convened a joint session to 
certify the election results, 
Qa group of Proud Boys fol- 
lowed a crowd of people 
who breached barriers at a 
pedestrian entrance to the 
Capitol grounds, the indict- 
ment says. Several Proud 
Boys also entered the Cap- 


itol building itself after the 
mob smashed windows 
and forced open doors. 

At 3:38 0.m., Donohoe an- 
nounced on the “Boots on 
the Ground” channel that 
he and others were “re- 
grouping with a second 
force” as some rioters be- 
gan to leave the Capitol, 
according to the_indict- 
ment. 

“This was not simply a 
march. This was an incred- 
ible attack on our institu- 
tions of government,” As- 
sistant U.S. Attorney Jason 
McCullough said during 
a recent hearing for Nor- 
dean's case. 

Prosecutors have said the 
Proud Boys arranged for 
members to communicate 
USING specific frequencies 
on Baofeng radios. The Chi- 
nese-made devices can 
be programmed for use on 
hundreds of frequencies, 
making them difficult for 
outsiders to eavesdrop. 
After Tarrio’s arrest, Dono- 
hoe expressed concern 
that their encrypted com- 
munications could be 
“compromised” when po- 
lice searched the group 
chairman's phone, accord- 
ing to the new indictment. 
In a Jan. 4 post on a newly 
created channel, Dono- 
hoe warned members that 
they could be “looking at 
Gang charges” and wrote, 
“Stoo everything immedi- 
ately,” the indictment says. 
“This comes from the top,” 
he added.L} 





N.Y. prosecutors interview Cohen an 


By JIM MUSTIAN 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump's former personal 
attorney, Michael Cohen, 
was interviewed on Friday 
for an eighth time by New 
York prosecutors investigat- 
ing the former president’s 
finances. Cohen met with 
investigators at the Man- 
hattan District Attorney's 
Office amid a swirl of new 
activity in the the criminal 
inquiry, including fresh sub- 
poenas and face-to-face 
meetings with key witness- 
es. Afferward, Cohen told 
reporters he had a “com- 
prehensive meeting” with 
prosecutors, offering them 


his full Cooperation. “I’m 
going to continue to co- 
operate and provide more 
information as it’s request- 
ed,” he said. The investiga- 
tion includes an examina- 
tion of whether Trump or 
his businesses lied about 
the value of assets to gain 
favorable loan terms and 
tax benefits. Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus R. 
Vance Jr. also is scrutiniz- 
ing hush-money payments 
paid fo women on Trump's 
behalf. His office is now in 
possession of eight years of 
Trump’s tax records after a 
lengthy legal battle. 

INarecent interview, investi- 
gators asked Cohen about 


Trump's Seven Springs es- 
tate as part of an inquiry 
into whether the value of 
the 213-acre Westchester 
County property was im- 
properly inflated to reduce 
his taxes. Prosecutors asked 
about individuals involved 
in the appraisal of the es- 
tate and benefits derived 
from its valuation, includ- 
ing a $21 million income 
tax deduction. Vance an- 
nounced last week that he 
would leave office at the 
end of the year and not 
seek reelection. He recent- 
ly hired former mafia pros- 
ecutor Mark Pomerantz — 
who, as a federal prosecu- 
tor, oversaw the prosecu- 


8th time in Trump inquiry 





In this Jan. 18, 2021, file photo, Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla. 
Associated Press 


tion of Gambino crime boss 
John “Junior” Gotti — as a 
special assistant district at- 


torney to assist in the wide- 
ranging probe of Trump's 
finances.) 
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Attacked spas had been targeted by prostitution stings 


By KATE BRUMBACK and 
JEFFREY COLLINS 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — Two ATt- 
lanta area massage busi- 
nesses where a gunman 
waged a deadly assault this 
week had been repeated- 
ly targeted in police pros- 
titution investigations over 
the years, raising questions 
about the mayor’s earlier 
comments that the spas 
operated legally. 

Police records show officers 
went to the businesses at 
least 21 times of the past 
10 years, which appears to 
contradict Mayor Keisha 
Lance Bottoms’ statement 
that officers in her city had 
not been to the businesses 
beyond a minor potential 
theft and they were not 
“on the radar” of police. 
Bottoms added that she 
did not want to blame the 
VICTIMS. 

Robert Aaron Long, 21, Is 
charged with killing four 
women at the Atlanta spas 
and four other people in- 
side a massage business 30 
miles (48 kilometers) Gway 
in Cherokee County. Long, 
who is white, told investi- 
gators the attacks were 
not racially motivated and 
claimed to have a sex ad- 
diction, which caused him 
to lash out at what he saw 
as sources of femptation. 
Police in both Atlanta and 
Cherokee County said they 
were investigating If the kill- 





In this March 17, 2021, file photo, Jessica Lang pauses and places her hand on the door in a 
moment of grief after dropping off flowers with her daughter Summer at Youngs Asian Massage 
parlor where four people were killed in Acworth, Ga. 


ings could be considered 
hate crimes. 

Seven of the victims were 
women — six of Asian de- 
scent — and the gunman 
targeted the massage busi- 
nesses despite businesses 
such as a strip club and lin- 
gerie stores nearby. 

Police records released 
by the city Friday show 12 
oeople were arrested at 
the two Atlanta massage 
businesses on_ prostitution 
charges, but none since 


2013. Almost all the arrests 
came in undercover stings 
where an officer paid for a 
massage and an employ- 
ee offered sex or a sex act 
for more money. The re- 
ports were first obtained by 
The Washington Post. 

All three businesses where 
Long killed people Tuesday 
have detailed recent re- 
views on an online site that 
leads users to places that 
provide sexual services. 


Authorities released the 
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names of the Atlanta vic- 
tims hours before President 
Joe Biden and Vice Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris arrived 
in Atlanta to meet with 
Asian American commu- 


nity leaders. 
Soon C. Park, 74; Hyun J. 
Grant, 51; and Yong A. 


Yue, 63, were shot in the 
head, the Fulfon County 
Medical Examiner's Office 
said. Family members iden- 
tified Grant by her maiden 
name, Hyun Jung Kim. Sun- 


cha Kim, 69, died from a 
gunshot to the chest, au- 
thorities said. 

Three of the women died 
at the Gold Spa in Atlanta, 
while the fourth woman 
died across the street at 
Aromatherapy Spa. The 
medical examiner didn’t 
immediately say which 
woman died at Aromather- 
apy. 

Four people were killed and 
a fifth wounded at Youngs 
Asian Massage near Wood- 
stock, in Aftlanta’s north- 
western suburbs. 

Cherokee County authori- 
ties earlier identified the 
dead there as Delaina Ash- 
ley Yaun, 33; Paul Andre 
Michels, 54; Daoyou Feng, 
44; and Xiaojie Tan, 49, who 
owned Youngs. 

Georgia lawmakers _ last 
year passed a hate crimes 
law that allows additional 
penalties to be imposed for 
certain offenses when mo- 
tivated by a victim's race, 
color, religion, national ori- 
gin, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender or disability. A hate 
crime is not a standalone 
crime under the law, but it 
can be used to add time 
to a sentence once some- 
one Is convicted of another 
crime. 

Investigators believe Long 
had previously visited two 
of the Atlanta massage 
businesses where four of 
the women were killed, po- 
lice said.) 





Michigan restaurant owner in jail for defying virus orders 





Marlena Pavlos-Hackney talks on a cell phone at her Holland 
restaurant, Marlena’s Bistro & Pizzeria, on Thursday, March 18, 


2021, in Holland, Mich. 


By ED WHITE 

Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP) — A west- 
ern Michigan restaurant 
owner was arrested before 
dawn Friday and hauled 
to jail, a dramatic turn in 


Associated Press 
a monthslong dispute over 
her persistent refusal to 
comply with orders and re- 
Strictions tied to the coro- 
Navirus. 
Marlena Pavlos-Hackney, 
55, will remain in jail until she 


pays $7,500 and authori- 
ties confirm that Marlena’s 
Bistro and Pizzeria in Hol- 
land, Michigan, is closed, a 
judge said. 

“She has put the commu- 
nity at risk. We are in the 
middle of a pandemic,” In- 
gham County Judge Rose- 
marie Aquilina said. 

State investigators said 
Pavilos-Hackney had al- 
lowed indoor dining when 
it was banned, wasn't en- 
forcing mask rules and was 
ignoring capacity limits. Her 
food license was susoend- 
ed Jan. 20, but the business 
remained open. 

A different judge on March 
4 declared Pavlos-Hackney 
in contempt of court and 
ordered an arrest unless the 


restaurant was closed. 
“You have selfishly not fol- 
lowed the orders. ... This 
is the wrong way to get 
oublicity,” Aquilina said. 
“It's The wrong way to be a 
good citizen.” 
Pavlos-Hackney’s attor- 
ney, Robert Baker, said she 
would immediately pay 
$7,500 and close the res- 
taurant. 

State police arrested her 
in Park Township, near Hol- 
land, and drove 90 miles 
(145 kilometers) to the In- 
gham County jail. Pavlos- 
Hackney seemed to shrug 
off the possibility of an ar- 
rest as she poured coffee 
for customers Thursday. 
“We don't want this country 
to be a communist regime 


that’s going to dictate 
what we can do and what 
we cannot do,” the native 
of Poland told WOOD-TV 
on Thursday. 

Breakfast still was served by 
restaurant staff Friday as 
news of the arrest soread. 
“lm really proud of her 
for what she’s doing and 
| support her 100,000%,” 
customer Ed Krasinski told 
MLive.com. 

To reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus, Gov. Gretch- 
en Whitmer at times has put 
Strict limits on restaurants 
and bars. In-person dining, 
with limited capacities, was 
reinstated Feb. 1 after a 10- 
week halt. There were oth- 
er restrictions earlier in the 
pandemic.) 
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By DAVID KEYTON 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 
coronavirus brought a year 
of fear and anxiety, loneli- 
ness and lockdown, and 
illness and death, but an 
annual report on happi- 
ness around the world re- 
leased Friday suggests the 
pandemic has not crushed 
oeople’s spirits. 

The editors of the 2021 
World Happiness Report 
found that while emotions 
changed as the pandemic 
set in, longer-term satisfac- 
tion with life was less af- 
fected. 

“What we have found is 
that when people take the 
long view, they’ve shown a 
lot of resilience in this past 
year,’ Columbia University 
economist Jeffrey Sachs, 
one of the report's Co-au- 
thor, said from New York. 
The annual report, pro- 
duced by the U.N Sustain- 
able Develooment Solv- 
tions Network, ranks 149 
countries based on gross 
domestic product per per- 
son, healthy life expec- 
tancy and the opinions of 
residents. Surveys ask re- 
spondents to indicate on a 
1-10 scale how much social 
support they feel they have 
if something goes wrong, 
their freedom to make their 
own life choices, their sense 
of how corrupt their society 
is and how generous they 
are. 
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Happiness Report: World shows resilience in face of COVID19 
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People enjoy hot summer day in a lake in Espoo, Finland, on June 26, 2020. 


Due to the pandemic, the 
surveys were done in slight- 
ly fewer than 100 countries 
for this year’s World Happi- 
ness Report, the ninth one 
compiled since the proj- 
ect started. Index rankings 
for the other nations were 
based on estimates from 
oast data. 

The results from both meth- 
ods had European coun- 
tries occupying nine of the 
top 10 spots on the list of 
the word's happiest places, 
with New Zealand rounding 
out the group. The top 10 
countries are Finland, Den- 
mark, Switzerland, Iceland, 
the Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden, Luxembourg, New 
Zealand and Austria. 


It was the fourth consecu- 
tive year that Finland came 
ouf on top. The United 
States, which was at No. 13 
five years ago, slipped from 
18th to 19th place. On a 
shortened list ranking only 
those countries surveyed, 
the U.S. placed 14th. 

“We find year after year 
that life satisfaction is re- 
ported to be happiest in 
the social democracies of 
northern Europe,” Sachs 
said. “People feel secure 
in those countries, so trust 
is high. The government is 
seen to be credible and 
honest, and trust in each 
other is high.” 

Finland's comparative suc- 
cess in curbing COVID-19 
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may have contributed 
to the enduring trust the 
country’s people have 
in their government. The 
country took rapid and ex- 
tensive measures to stop 
the spread of the virus and 
has one of Europe's lowest 
COVID-19 mortality rates. 
“In Finland as well, of 
course, people have been 
suffering,” Anu Partanen, 
author of “The Nordic The- 
ory of Everything” said on 
Friday in Helsinki. “But again 
in Finland and the Nordic 
countries, people are really 
lucky because society still 
supports a system buffering 
these sorts of shocks.” 
Overall, the index showed 
little change in happiness 


levels compared fo _ last 
year’s report, which was 
based on information from 
before the pandemic. 

“We asked two kinds of 
questions. One is about the 
life in general, life evalu- 
ation, we call it. How is 
your life going? The other 
is about mood, emotions, 
stress, anxiety,” Sachs said. 
“Of course, we're still in the 
middle of a deep crisis. But 
the responses about long- 
term life evaluation did not 
change decisively, though 
the disruption in our lives 
was so profound.” 

Issues that affect the well- 
being of people living in the 
United States include racial 
tensions and growing §in- 
come inequality between 
the richest and poorest resi- 
dents, happiness experts 
Say. 

“As for why the U.S. ranks 
much lower than other sim- 
llarly or even less wealthy 
countries, the answer is 
straightforward,” said Carol 
Graham, an expert at The 
Brookings Institution who 
was not involved in the 
report. Report co-author 
Sonja Lyubormirsky, a pro- 
fessor of psychology at the 
University of California, Riv- 
erside, noted that Ameri- 
can culture prizes signs of 
wealth such as big houses 
and multiole cars more so 
than other countries, “and 
material things don’t make 
us as happy.” L) 


Scottish leader under fire after lawmakers fault testimony 


LONDON (AP) — Scottish 
leader Nicola Sturgeon 


has dismissed suggestions 





that she misled lawmakers, 
saying opposition mem- 
bers of a legislative panel 


= i, 


Scotland's First Minister Nicola Sturgeon speaks at the Holyrood 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh, Scotland, Thursday March 18, 


2021. 
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had made up their minds 
before they heard her evi- 
dence. 

Sturgeon told Sky News 
that she stands by the 
eight hours of testimony 
she gave to a committee 
of Scotland’s parliament 
investigating the govern- 
ment’s handling of sexual 
harassment allegations 
against her predecessor. 
Britain’s Press Association 
reported, without citing a 
source, that the commit- 
tee voted 5-4 in favor of 
finding that Sturgeon gave 
an inaccurate account to 
parliament. The panel's 
report is expected to be 
oublisned next week. 
“What's been clear ts that 


opposition members of 
this committee made their 
minds up about me before 
| muttered a single word 
of evidence; their public 
comments have made 
that clear,” Sturgeon said 
Thursday night. 

“So this leak from the com- 
mittee - very partisan leak 
- tonight before they've 
finalized the report is not 
that surprising,” she said. 
The case centers around 
the Scottish government's 
handling of sexual harass- 
ment allegations against 
Alex Salmond, who served 
as first minister of Scotland 
before Sturgeon took of- 
fice in 2014. 

If Sturgeon is found to have 


misled parliament, she 
could be forced to resign 
for breaking the rules gov- 
erming the conduct of gov- 
ernment ministers. 
Sturgeon said she is waiting 
for the findings of James 
Hamilton, a senior lawyer 
who is conducting an in- 
dependent _ investigation 
into the question of wheth- 
er she breached the minis- 
terial code. 

Scotland's highest civil 
court ruled in 2019 that 
the government acted un- 
lawfully in its investigation 
of the claims against Sal- 
mond, and awarded him 
more than 500,000 pounds 
($695,000) in legal expens- 
es. L)} 
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Critical Ethiopian diplomat urges peace falks in Tigray war 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 
An Ethiopian diplomat who 
quit his post in the United 
States over concerns about 
atrocities in Tigray is calling 
for peace talks between 
the government and the 
embattled region's fugitive 
leaders. 

Berhane Kidanemariam 
served as the deputy chief 
of mission at the Ethiopian 
Embassy in Washington until 
early March. In an interview 
with The Associated Press 
late Thursday, he warned 
that a protracted war in Ti- 
gray is devastating the re- 
gion’s 6 million people. 
“We have to prioritize 
peaceful settlement and 


negotiation,” he © said. 
“Without peaceful settle- 
ment and negotiation, 


peace couldn't prevail. 
The only solution is peace 
talks.” 

Between 60,000 and 70,000 
people are now believed 
to have died in the war 
since November, he said, 
citing information gleaned 
from sources inside Ethio- 
pia. Most of the victims are 
“civilians, especially the 
youngsters,” he said. 
Ethiopian authorities have 


China says ‘strong smell 


BEIJING (AP) — China said 


Friday a “strong smell of 
gunpowder and drama” 
resulted from talks with 
top American diplomats 
in Alaska, continuing the 
contentious tone of the 
first face-to-face meetings 
under the Biden adminis- 


Supporters of Tigray Regional Government shout slogans against Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy 
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Ahmed during a protest outside EU headquarters in Brussels, Friday, March 12, 2021. 


not given a death toll in the 
Tigray wor. 

Kidanemariam said that 
Tigrayan fighters “are get- 
ting better” in their defens- 
es, Increasing the likelinood 
of a long war in which re- 
ported abuses already in- 
clude massacres, rapes, 
forced disolacement, and 
the vandalism of priceless 


tration. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Zhao Lijian, speak- 
Ing in Beijing, said Ameri- 
can officials at the Alaska 
meetings had provoked 
Chinese officials into mak- 
Ing a “solemn response” 
after U.S. officials made 





In this Feb. 24, 2020, file photo, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian speaks during a daily briefing at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs office in Beijing. 


Associated Press 


cultural sites. 

“Anything which the hu- 
man beings can use” has 
been destroyed in some 
way, he said, describing 
the looting of everything 
from banks to churches 
and mosques. 

“It's horrible even to ex- 
plain if.” 

Kidanemariam hails from 


Associated Press 


the Tigray region, the base 
of a party that dominated 
national politics for de- 
cades before the rise of 
Prime Minister Abiy Anmed. 
But he said his background 
had not influenced his de- 
cision to call it “a genocid- 
al war.” 

“| don’t need to be Tigray- 
an,” Kidanemariam = said, 
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referring to his March 10 res- 
ignation. “Seeing this kind 
of horrible, catastrophic 
war, | couldn't tolerate it.” 
The conflict began in No- 
vember, when Abily sent 
government troops into Ti- 
gray after an attack there 
on federal military facilities. 
Fighting persists even as 
Ethiopian authorities insist 
the situation there is return- 
ing to normal. 

The Ethiopian prime min- 
ister, who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2019 for his 
efforts to make peace with 
Eritrea, now faces pressure 
to end the war as well as 
to institute an international 
investigation into alleged 
war crimes, ideally led by 
the United Nations. The 
government's critics say an 
ongoing federal probe sim- 
ply isn’t enough because 
the government can’t ef- 
fectively investigate itself. 
Rupert Colville, a spokes- 
man in Geneva for U.N. 
High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights Michelle Bach- 
elet, said Ethiopia’s Human 
Rights Commission had 
asked to participate with 
her office in “a joint inves- 
tigation into allegations of 
serious human rights viola- 
tions by all sides” in Tigray.) 


of gunpowder’ sensed in U.S. talks 


“groundless attacks” 
against Chinese foreign 
and domestic policies. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and Chinese Com- 
munist Party foreign affairs 
chief Yang Jiechi took aim 
at each other's country’s 
policies on Thursday in their 
meeting in Anchorage. 
Zhao accused the U.S. side 
of overrunning the agreed 
time for opening remarks, 
prompting the sharp re- 
sponse from the Chinese 
delegation. 

The meetings, set to con- 
tinue Friday, come amid 
disoutes over trade, tech- 
nology, human rights and 
China’s territorial claims 
to Taiwan and islands in 
the South China and East 
China seas. China has also 
strongly objected to USS. 
calls for greater transpar- 
ency about the origins of 
the coronavirus pandem- 


ic, the first cases of which 
were recorded in the cen- 
tral Chinese city of Wuhan 
In late 2019. 

“It was the U.S. side that 
... provoked the dispute in 
the first place, so the two 
sides had a strong smell of 
gunpowder and drama 
from the beginning in the 
opening remarks. It was 
not the original intention 
of the Chinese side,” Zhao 
told reporters at a daily 
briefing. 

At the Alaska meeting, 
Blinken affirmed U.S. soli- 
darity with its allies in push- 
Nie maceks dacllins! elaine < 
increasing efforts to soread 
its authoritarian mode of 
government through po- 
litical and economic pres- 
sure. 

Yang responded with a 
list of Chinese complaints, 
accusing Washington of 
hypocrisy for criticizing Bel- 


Jing on human rights and 


other issues at a time when 
the United States itself has 
been roiled by domestic 
discontent. 

Blinken said China’s ac- 
tions threaten the rules- 
based order that maintains 
global stability, and thus 
the U.S. was obligated to 
raise them publicly. Yang 
resoonded by accusing 
the U.S. of failing to deal 
with its own human rights 
problems and took issue 
with what he said was 
“condescension” from 
Blinken, Sullivan and other 
WES» OniCials: 

The State Department also 
accused the Chinese del- 
egation of exceeding the 
time limit for opening state- 
ments and suggested it 
seemed “intent on grand- 
standing, focused on pub- 
lic theatrics and dramatics 
over substance.” L} 
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MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex- 
ICO announced restrictions 
Thursday on nonessential 
travel across ifs southern 
border with Guatemala 
and Belize “to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.” 

The Foreign Relations De- 
partment did not explain 
why the measure was an- 
nounced now, more than 
a year after the start of the 
pandemic. 

But the result could help 
the administration of US. 
President Joe Biden handle 
a wave of Central Ameri- 
can migrants reaching the 
U.S. border and it came on 
the same day the U.S. con- 
firmed it will send 2.5 million 
doses of the AstraZeneca 
coronavirus vaccine’ to 
Mexico. 

Officials from both coun- 
tries skirted the question 
of whether the vaccines 
were being sent to Mexico 
in return for its decision to 
restrict entry on Its southern 
border, though they ac- 
knowledged the decision 
came in the context of cur- 
rent talks on vaccines and 
immigration. 

Roberto Velasco, director 
of North American affairs 
for Mexico's Foreign Rela- 
tions Department, wrote 
that “this is a question of 
sperate issues on a joint 
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Mexico limits nonessential travel on southern border 


In this Jan. 20, 2021 file photo, a Mexican National Guard stands on the bank of the Suchiate River, 


the natural border with Guatemala near Ciudad Hidalgo, Mexico. 


agenda. Migration and 
COVID-19 vaccines are dis- 
tinct issues.” 

White House press secre- 
tary Jenn Psaki said that 
“there have been expec- 
tations set outside of — un- 
related — to any vaccine 
doses or request for them 
that they would be part- 
ners in dealing with the cri- 
sis on the border.” 

“And there have been re- 
quests, unrelated, that they 
— for doses of these vac- 
cines,” Paski said. “Every 
relationshio has multiple 
layers of conversations that 


are happening at the same 


time.” 


Mexico's assistant health 
secretary, Hugo Lopez- 
Gatell, said the country’s 
decision was triggered 
by the increasing number 
of migrants entering from 


Central America. 


“There was a_ verifiable 
increase in local inflows, 
particularly from Central 
America,” LOopez-Gatell 


said when asked about the 


timing of the restrictions. 


Mexico and the United 
States long ago imposed 
similar restrictions on Mex- 
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left in Tel Aviv, Israel. 


By JOSEPH KRAUSS 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A final 
batch of polls by Israeli 
media outlets on Friday 
showed a razor-thin elec- 





A man wearing protective face mask walks past an 
election campaign billboard for the Blue and White party, 
the opposition party led by Benny Ganiz, right, and Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of the Likud party is pictured at 






Associated Press 


tion, with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu's 
fate likely turning on the 
oerformance of small par- 
ties and a former ally who 
has criticized him but has 


Final polls: Israeli PM’s fate rests on 
-thin margins 


not ruled out joining his 
coalition. The elections 
next Tuesday — the fourth 
in less than two years — 
are widely seen as a ref- 
erendum on Netanyahu, 
Israel's longest-serving 
orime minister, who has 
oresided over one of the 
world's most successful 
coronavirus vaccination 
campaigns but is also on 
trial for corruption. 

The polls show Netanya- 
hu’s right-wing Likud party 
in the lead, projecting 
that it will win around 30 
seats in the 120-member 
Knesset, Israel's parlia- 
ment. But an alliance with 
his natural allies, the ul- 
tra-Orthodox parties and 
Qa small far-right party, 
would only yield around 
50 seats.) 








Associated Press 
ico’s northern border. But 
Mexico had — previously 
been unwilling to impose 
them on the southern bor- 
der or most flights entering 
Mexico. 


The restrictions coincide 


with a huge uptick in the 
number of Central Ameri- 
can migrants reaching the 
U.S border through Mexico. 
The number of migrants at- 
tempting to cross the U.S. 
border has been growing 


since April, with the 100,441 
reported last month the 
highest level since March 
2019. The Foreign Rela- 
tions Department said tour- 
ism and recreational travel 
would not be allowed 
across the southern bor- 
der, but that the rule would 
not affect those seeking to 
cross for business, educa- 
tion or health care, and 
would not apply to people 
entering or leaving the 
country on valid visas. 

As such, the measure 
would apparently bar mi- 
grants without visas from 
entering. The restrictions 
are to go into effect Friday. 
“In addition, the Mexican 
government will implement 
health control measures in 
the north and south of the 
country,” according to the 
department's Twitter ac- 
count. It was not clear if 
those measures would in- 
clude monitoring, health 
checks or testing points. 
Mexico has registered over 
195,000 COVID-19 deaths 
and almost 2.2 million in- 
fections, but the increase 
in case numbers has 
been declining in recent 
weeks.) 
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without boundaries ond steps with both feo outside of tha box to create his mosi 
sensational dishes yot. This meticqulously designed restaurant locoted inside Blue 
Residences on scenic Eagle Beach is o chef's table concept with limited seating 
where diners are able to interact with the stoff ond ofher guests alike throughout 


the evening. 


& Courses You Will Never Forget 





Reserve Your Seats 


Dinner Awaits 
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Covid-19: the status on Aruba 


ORANJESTAD —Rules and protocols are being 
reviewed and evaluated on a daily basis and 
adapted as per current situation by a crisis 
team, in order to protect each and every one 
visiting and inhabiting our island. 


There are currently 394 active Covid cases on 
the island. 342 residents and 52 non-residents. 
There are 32 persons hospitalized of which 10 
of them are in the Intensive care unit. 82 per- 
sons lost their battle against the Covid virus. A 
total of 111.433 persons have been tested of 
which 71.389 were tested aft the airport. 77 per- 
sons lost the battle against Covid-19. A total 
of 31.492 persons registered for the vaccine of 
which 13.802 already received the first dosage 
of Pfizer vaccine. 


Measurement by the Government of Aruba 

¢ Curfew is from 12am to 5am. 

¢ Closing time for businesses is 11m. 

e Max two (2) per table (indoors & outdoors) 
(excluding children under the age of 12) 
Tables must be at least 1.5 meters apart. 

e Only 1 musician is allowed to perform on 


stage. 

¢ No musical events that are intended to at- 
tract customers. 

¢ Background music is allowed/No dancing. 

e Hotels and lodgings are exempted from the 
closing time, BUT only to serve their regis- 
tered guests between 109m and 6am. 

¢ Casinos are not part of the exemption and 
must close at 11lom. 


Important notice: 


e Prior to travel, visitors should download the 


Aruba Department of Public Health's Aruba 
Health App: A mobile resource for informa- 
tion on COVID-19 health procedures in Aru- 
ba, facilitation of the airport health screen- 
ing, and faster results for Molecular PCR CO- 
VID-19 tests taken in Aruba. 

A flat premium fee of $30 is applicable for 
new insurance policies for travelers over 14 
years old. 


e Effective January 26th, 2021, as announced 


by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the U.S. government re- 
quires all international airline passengers to 
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show proof of a negative, PCR or Antigen, 
Covid-19 test before boarding flights to the 
United States. 


Testing facilities in Aruba: 

e MedCare Clinic: www.medcare.aw - (+297) 
280-0630 - Whatsapp (+297) 562-4440 - info@ 
medcare.aw 

e MedLab: www.covidaruba.com (+297) 
586-1600 - Cell/Whatsapp (+297) 597-5544 - 
info@lab.aw 

e Horacio Oduber Hospital httos://www. 
arubahospital.com/ - servicecenter@ho- 
haruba.com (+297) 597-4522 (Call or What- 
sApp 

More information on travel and health require- 

ments can be found on www.aruba.com.L) 






















‘vical 
(ogre 


1 


i 


TU" 


ORANJESTAD — The Aruba Airport 
Authority received a visit from 
first-year students of the "Sustain- 
able Island Solutions through Sci- 
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics" (SISSTEM) - 
faculty of the University of Aruba, 
this based on a MOU signed in 
2020 between the two entities. 


These students were welcomed 
at the Airport by CEO Joost Meijs, 
who gave an introduction into 
the efforts by Aruba Airoort Au- 
thority (AAA) to make Sustainabil- 
ity a key strategic pillar. 
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Field trip of the SISSTEM students of the University of Aruba at the Airport 
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DHSS Angeline Flemming took 
the students through the Airport’s 
evolution through time, explained 
the current status of the travel 
industry (worldwide and local), 
shared some forecasts as well as 
some of AAA's plans and efforts 
for achieving a sustainable Air- 
port in the future. 
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Operations and Maintenance En- 
gineer Raymond Croes gave an 
interesting presentation on sev- 
eral systems currently in use at our 
Airport and explained how some 
of our sustainability efforts have 
been paying off. 


The morning concluded with a site 
visit to AAA’s new Utilities Building, 
where the students could observe 
the Chiller, Fire suppression and 
Power back-up systems.L] 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 






Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 
Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 


Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seofood 
Sholom Hair & Nols Bor, MAGHET — Perfume, Jewelry & Coumatics 
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Watch ‘Ask Pilar’: our videos show you the other Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Today of- 
fers a series of videos ‘Ask 
Pilar’ on their Facebook 
page Aruba Today and on 
the website www.arubato- 
day.com. Since the start, 
October 2019, more than 
20 videos have been creat- 
ed. Let us introduce to you 
this project and present the 
people behind it. 


Why a video? Besides of- 
fering our free daily news- 
paper, posts on Facebook 
and Instagram and our 


website content, we start- 
ed evaluating the plans for 
short video's about a year 
ago. The concept was 
created by Editor-in-Chief 
Linda Reljnders to add va- 
riety to the product Aruba 
Today. 

“There is more to this Is- 
land than palm trees and 
beaches and in our videos 
we wish to inform and edu- 
cate the visitor by showing 
local places and charac- 
ters of any kind. We are all 
new fo this, the goal is not to 





Honorable guests aft 
Caribbean Palm village 


NOORD — Recently, Kim- 
berley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Goodwill 
Ambassadors. The Good- 
will Ambassador Certifi- 
cate is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of apprecia- 
tion to the guests who visit 
Aruba 20 years and more 
consecutively. 


The honorees were the 
couple Philip D’Alesio & 
Cathy D’Alesio from Med- 
way Massachusetts who 
have been visiting Aruba 
for 22 years consecutively! 





This lovely couple stated 
that they love the island 
very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weath- 
er, blue waters and sandy 
beaches, delicious variety 
of foods and Aruba's warm 
and friendly people. 


Richardson together with 
the representatives of the 
Caribbean Palm Village 
presented the certificate 
to the honorees, and also 
handed over some pres- 
ents and thanked him for 
choosing Aruba as their fa- 
vorite vacation destination 
and as their home away 
from home.) 


deliver a technical perfect 
result, more to motivate our 
visitors with the places we 
visit as well as transmitting 
the good energy coming 
from it.” As the title of the 
video ‘Ask Pilar’ already 
shows, the viewer has the 
opportunity to actually ask 
about the topics shown, or 
even suggest a location for 
a video. Just ask our host 
Pilar on Facebook and we 
will lef you know. 

Check us out on Facebook 
Aruba Today or the web- 


The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba; 
Celebrating an inspiring International 
Women's Day 


ORANJESTAD — On Mon- 
day March 8, 2021 the 
Ladies at the Ritz-Carl- 
ton, Aruba took a break 
from their busy schedules 
and got together to cel- 
ebrate and commemo- 
rate themselves and all 
women. On this special 
day, 40 Ladies sat in the 
Ritz-Carlton ballroom with 
a beautiful project in sight 
to complete. 


This year, the theme for In- 
ternational Women's Day 
was “Women in leader- 
ship: Achieving an equal 
future in a COVID-19 
world” which celebrates 
the tremendous efforts by 
women and girls around 
the world in shaping a 
more equal future and 
recover from the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. With 
this theme in mind, the 40 
Ladies painted a special 
pot and planted a beau- 
tiful plant, which was later 


donated to front line la- 
dies as a form of appre- 
ciation for their hard work 
and dedication through- 
out these difficult times. 
These were personally 
delivered to the follow- 
iINg organizations: Labo- 
ratorio MEDLAB- Aruba 
(Noord), Urgent Care Aru- 
ba (UCA), Warda di Polis 
Shaba, Dr. Horacio Odu- 
ber Hospital, Centro Med- 
ico Dr. Rudy Engelbrecht 
(IMSAN) and Warda di 
Polis San Nicolas. Support- 





site www.arubatoday.com and share! Thank you for 
and do not forget to like your support.) 





ing both brand programs 
Take Care and Commv- 
nity Footprints, this was a 


wonderful gesture filled 
with creativity, passion 
and dedication from one 
lady to another lady.) 


The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

L. G. Smith Boulevard 
#107 

Palm Beach, Aruba 
GAZI S27 2222 
http://www. ritzcarlton. 
com/en/hotels/caribbe- 
an/aruba 
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Harbour House Aruba: 
“80 % sold already, we are 


doing great” 


PQ 





ORANJESTAD — Boosting a 
buyers confidence comes with 
a strong sales team, an estab- 
lished company name and ex- 
perience. The Perret Group are 
the owners of among others 
Harbour House Aruba and they 
live up to the expectation. With 
80 % of the condominiums sold 
in their residence they can do 
nothing more but be content. 
Take a look at this cool site 
reflecting best of two worlds: 
beach and city. 


The residence consists of 94 units 
in the former 7-level Marazul build- 
ing at the historical location of 
Paardenbaai. Harbour House Aru- 
ba Is the ultimate smart investment 
or personal living space. Harbour 
House's sales manager explains 
why. “A state-of-the-art lobby, an 
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ocean-view gym, bar service, roof- 
top with 360 degrees view of Oran- 
jestad, on-site parking, 24-hours se- 
curity and a top floor lounge area 
with Jacuzzi's. Cherry on the cake: 
an infinity pool.” 

Harbour House Aruba offers cos- 
mopolitan living in a beach-chic 
environment. The residence is fast- 
selling their studios, two-bedroom 
and three-bedroom units for many 
reasons but in a nutshell we can 
name: great location, great value 
for your money and great quality. 
To see exactly what still is available 
you may check the website which 
shows you a map with sold and 
open units. Updates on construc- 
tion are also on forehand. When 
you live abroad stopping by to 
check upon your purchase Is not 
that simple, yet with the monthly 
Updates on their website, it is a lot 
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easier. 

“There are only a few units left, 
now we are working on the ameni- 
ties like the pool that is almost fin- 
ished. We are installing the Jacuzzi 
area on top and we have all the 
exterior windows in so we are right 
on schedule, expecting to deliver 
in September,” the sales manager 
explains. 

The process of purchase is easy, 
whether you are abroad or on 
the island. Make an appointment 
through the website to visit the 
sales office when you are here. 
In that way you can actually see 
the unit, materials and amenities. 
If you are not on the Island the 





website can help you out and the 
sales office is happy to send you alll 
needed documentation for you to 
orientate. “When agreed upon the 
Unit you sign an agreement and 
move forward with the down pay- 
ment which is $ 30.000. At receipt 
of that amount the sales is closed 
and the price will not change. You 
know what you get and will not be 
surorised by price changes. The 
payment agreements after the 
deposit will be discussed and are 
flexible. We assist also in financing 
by banks.” 

The ground level of the building will 
provide a gallery of restaurants, art 
gallery, stores, and supermarket. 
“We get in more requests for rent- 
ing and so far we have restaurant, 
salon, mini market, art gallery a 
craft beer factory which makes up 
for a great variation. A parking lot 
will be assigned to the owners and 
visitors.” 


City elegance combined with trop- 
ical tranquility is what you get here. 
The panoramas are breath-taking. 
Can you imagine yourself with your 
favorite cup of joe, gazing out 
over the ocean while the city of 
Oranjestad is awakening? The new 
trend is to live tinier but comfy and 
Harbour House meets this market 
demand with the perfect product. 
Everything is close, you are central- 
ly located, just a step away from 
the beach though right in the main 
area in Oranjestad. You have his- 
tory to tell and you are within walk- 
ing distance to all Oranjestad has 
to offer. What else do you need?) 


For more information: 
https://harbourhousearuba.com 
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Hot housing market fuels a rise in homeowners’ equity 


By ALEX VEIGA 

AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
red-hot U.S. housing market 
is paying off for many hom- 
eowners, even those who 
aren't looking fo sell their 
home. 

On average, homes with a 
mortgage gained $26,300 
in equity in the last three 
months of 2020 versus a 
year earlier, according 
to real estate information 
company CoreLogic. That 
average gain is the highest 
since 2013, the firm said. 
CoreLogic said homes with 
a mortgage account for 
about 62% of all U.S. prop- 
erties. Taken together, the 
home equity for those prop- 
erties surged to more than 
$1.5 trillion, an increase of 
16.2% from a year earlier. 
The surge in homeown- 
ers’ equity can potentially 
make a positive impact 
on borrowers’ finances; 
for one thing, it creates a 
buffer against potential fi- 
nancial hardship, such as 
job loss. And homeowners 
could opt to put some of 
the gains to use, giving a 
boost to the economy. 

“In our view, these strong 
equity gains are a clear 
positive for homeowner 
balance sheets, as well as 
for overall additional con- 
sumer soending, should 
homeowners be desirous of 
tapping a portion of their 
equity gains,” Jonathan 
Woloshin, a real estate 


In this Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021, file photo, a real estate sign 


Houston. 


and lodging analyst at UBS, 
wrote in a research note 
last week. 

Rising home values and low 
mortgage rates spurred 
many U.S. homeowners 
to refinance and cash in 
some of the equity in their 
home last year. Homeown- 
ers pulled out $152.7 billion 
in equity, an increase of 
41.7% from 2019 and the 
highest refinancing cash- 
out dollar amount since 
2007, according to mort- 
gage buyer Freddie Mac. 
Homeowners also tapped 
into the equity in their 
home via a home equity 
line of credit, or HELOC. The 
volume of HELOCs more 


than doubled in 2020 from 
a year earlier to $74.9 bil- 
lion. 

Low mortgage rates, strong 
demand and a record low 
inventory of homes for sale 
nationwide have _ fueled 
home sales and pushed 
home prices higher since 
last summer. 

Sales of previously OCCu- 
pied U.S. homes climbed 
5.6% in 2020 from a year 
earlier to 5.64 million, the 
highest level since 2006 at 
the height of the housing 
boom, according to the 
National Association of Re- 
altors. The national median 
home sales price jumped 
12.9% to $309,800. 





ras 


is shown at a home for sale, in 
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The strong demand _ for 
homes continued in Janu- 
ary, with sales ticking up 
0.6% from December and 
almost 24% from a year 
earlier. By the end of Janu- 
ary, however, the supply 
of homes on the market 
nationally was down to 
a record-low 1.04 million 
Units. That amounts fo a 
1.9 months’ supply. A bal- 
anced housing market 
tends to have a 6-month 
supply. The Realtors group 
issues its February home 
sales data next week. 

When home equity rises, It 
reduces the risk that a ho- 
meowner with a mortgage 
will end up “underwater” 


on their loan, meaning 
they owe more on their 
mortgage than their home 
is worth. That can happen 
when a home's value de- 
clines, or when the size of 
the mortgage increases, 
say when someone takes 
out a home equity loan. 
Homes in California, Ida- 
ho and Washington saw 
among the biggest aver- 
age increases in annual 
equity gains in the fourth 
quarter: $54,500 in Califor- 
nia, $48,500 in Idaho and 
$47,000 in Washington 
state, CoreLogic said. 

Even a robust housing mar- 
ket with rising prices can’t 
limit the risk of a homeown- 
er ending up underwater 
on their home loan entirely. 
In the fourth quarter, some 
410,000 U.S. residential 
oroperties were under- 
water on their mortgage, 
according to CoreLogic. 
That's a 21% decline from 
the same period in 2019, 
when 1.9 million homes, or 
3.6% of all properties with a 
mortgage, were in nega- 
tive equity, the firm said. 
Miami, Miami Beach and 
the suburb of Kendall, Flor- 
ida, had an average nega- 
tive home equity share that 
was among the biggest na- 
tionally at 6.3%. 

The underwater mortgages 
at the end of December 
represent roughly $280.2 
billion in mortgage debt, 
down 2.6% from a year ear- 
lier, CoreLogic said.) 








CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Visa is Under investigation 
by the Department of Jus- 
tice’s antitrust division over 
whether the company 
pushes merchants into 
more expensive forms of 
debit card payments, The 
Wall Street Journal report- 
ed Friday. 

The investigation is_ fo- 
cused on how merchants 
route debit card transac- 
tions when a consumer 
makes an online trans- 
GGion, eee rcing) » 10 
the Journal, which cited 
anonymous sources. San 
Francisco-based Visa de- 
clined to comment on the 


Journal's report. Visa earns 
a fee for each transaction 
that is run on its network. 
However debit card fees 
are strictly regulated af- 
ter Congress passed the 
Dodd Frank Act following 
the 2008 financial crisis, 
in what's known as the 
Durbin amendment. The 
reasoning behind the reg- 
ulation was because debit 
cards are typically used 
for smaller transactions, 
where merchants’ profit 
margins may be smaller, 
compared to high-value 
transactions that consum- 
ers typically use their credit 
cards for. Merchants are 


supposed to be given the 
option to run debit card 
transactions on lower-cost 
networks instead of run- 
ning it on Visa's or Master- 
card's network. 

The option offen appears 
on the pin pads used by 
consumers when they buy 
goods at a store. But that 
option is not available for 
online transactions, and 
where those transactions 
are being routed could 
be an anticompetitive 
practice. Visa, as the larg- 
est payment network, has 
faced antitrust investiga- 
tions in the past. The DOJ 
blocked Visa’s purchase 


Report: DOJ investigating Visa over debit card business 


VIS 
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of the financial technol- 
ogy company Plaid earlier 


In this April 23, 2018, file photo, the logo for Visa appears above 
a trading post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 


this year, citing antitrust 
concerns.L]} 
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Bye Alpha, Eta: Greek alphabet ditched for hurricane names 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

With named storms coming 
earlier and more often in 
warmer waters, the Aftlan- 
tic hurricane season Is go- 
ing through some changes 
with meteorologists ditch- 
ing the Greek alphabet 
during busy years. 

But the Atlantic hurricane 
season will start this year 
on June 1 as traditionally 
scheduled, despite meteo- 
rologists discussing the idea 
of moving it to May 15. 

A special World Meteoro- 
logical Organization com- 
mittee Wednesday ended 
the use of Greek letters 
when the Aflantic runs out 
of the 21 names for the 
year, saying the practice 
was confusing and put too 
much focus on the Greek 
letter and not on the dan- 
gerous storm If represented. 
Also, in 2020 with Zeta, Eta 
and Theta, they sounded 
so similar if caused prob- 
lems. The Greek alohabet 
had only been used twice 
in 2005 and nine times last 
year in a record-shattering 
hurricane season. 

Starting this year, if there 
are more than 21 Atlan- 
tic storms, the next storms 
will come from a new sup- 
plemental list headed by 
Adria, Braylen, Caridad 
and Deshawn and ena- 
ing with Will. There’s a new 
back-up list for the Eastern 
Pacific that runs from Aidan 
and Bruna fo Zoe. 
Meanwhile, the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Ad- 


Conceptis SudoKu 


Beach, N.J. 


ministration is recalculat- 
ing just what constitutes 
an average hurricane sea- 
son. If it follows the usual 
30-year update model, 
the new “normal” sea- 
son would have 19% more 
named storms and major 
hurricanes. And prominent 
hurricane experts want me- 
teorologists to rethink how 
they warn people about 
wetter, nastier storms in a 
warming world. 

“Climate change is real, 
and it is having an impact 
on tropical cyclones,” Uni- 
versity of Albany atmo- 
spheric scientist Kristen Cor- 
bosiero said. 

STARTING EARLIER 


MIT hurricane researcher 
Kerry Emanuel said “this 
By Dave Green 
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whole idea of hurricane 
season should be revisited.” 
The National Hurricane 
Center has already decid- 
ed fo start issuing its routine 
tropical weather outlooks 
for the Atlantic on May 
15, but after discussion the 
soecial WMO committee 
decided to keep 2021's 
hurricane season to its tra- 
ditional calendar. 

“We're putting together 
a team” to look at both 
the storm count and how 
to warn people best, said 
hurricane center Director 
Ken Graham. “Il want some 
data before making this big 
decision.” For six straight 
years, Aflantic storms have 
been named in May, be- 
fore the season even be- 
gins. During the past nine 
Atlantic hurricane seasons, 
seven tropical storms have 
formed between May 15 
and the official June 1 start 
date. Those have killed at 
least 20 people, causing 
about $200 million in dam- 


age, according to the 
WMO. 
Last year, the hurricane 


center issued 36 “special” 
tropical weather outlooks 
before June 1, according 
to center sookesman Den- 
nis Felfgen. Tropical Storms 
Arthur and Bertha both 
formed before June 1 near 
the Carolinas. 

Storms seem to be form- 
ing earlier because cli- 
mate change is making the 
ocean warmer, University of 
Miami hurricane researcher 





stroyed homes left in the wake of Superstorm Sandy in Ortley 


Associated Press 


Brian McNoldy said. Storms 
need warm water as fuel — 
at least 79 degrees (26 de- 
grees Celsius). Also, better 
technology and monitoring 
are identifying and nam- 
ing weaker storms that may 
not have been spotted in 
years past, Felfgen said. 
CHANGING NORMALS 
Meteorologists calculate 
climate averages based 
on 30-year periods to ac- 
count for variations in daily 
weather. 

Over the next few weeks, 
the 30-year average for 
Aflantic hurricanes is be- 
ing recalculated by NOAA. 
That means changing the 
benchmark for normal from 
the 1981-2010 period to the 
much busier 1991-2020 pe- 
riod. 

University of Miami's Mc- 
Noldy did his own calcu- 
lations based on NOAA 
data and found that the 
average number of named 
storms a year would jump 
from 12.1 to 14.4 if the 
benchmark is changed. 
Thirty years ago, the aver- 
age was 10 named storms. 
With more storms, risks for 
people and property go up 
and that's likely fo continue, 
McNoldy said. Last year’s 
record of 30 storms was like 
two seasons crammed into 
one, he said. 

But Colorado State hur- 
ricane researcher Phil 
Klotzbach said hurricane 
activity should eventually 
quiet down. For decades, 
researchers have talked 
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about a cycle of about 
20 to 30 years of busy hur- 
ricane seasons followed by 
20 to 30 years of quiet ones 
— generally with the cur- 
rent active period starting 
around 1995. He said us- 
ing a new 30-year average 
starting in 1991 would not 
really be normal because 
it would include too many 
busy years and not enough 
quiet ones. 

But recent research from 
Pennsylvania State  Uni- 
versity's Michael Mann 
showed that the once-dac- 
cepted busy-and-quiet cy- 
cle doesn't really exist and 
quiet years were actually 
more of a result of air pol- 
lution and volcanic erup- 
tions. SO a warming world 
means the new normal is 
busy hurricane seasons just 
like the last 30 years. 
STORM WARNINGS 

With so much activity, MIT’s 
Emanuel said the current 
warnings are too storm- 
centric, and he wants them 
more oriented to where 
people live, warning of spe- 
cific risks such as floods and 
wind. That includes chang- 
ing or ditching the nearly 
50-year-old Saffir Simpson 
scale of rating hurricanes 
Category | to 5. 

That wind-based scale is 
“about a storm, it’s not 
about you. | want to make 
it Gbout you, where you 
are,” he said. “It is about 
risk. In the end, we are try- 
ing to save lives and prop- 
erty,” 

Differentiating between 
tropical storms, hurricanes 
and extratropical cyclones 
can be a messaging prob- 
lem when a system actually 
has a cold core, because 
these weaker storms can 
kill with water surges rather 
than wind, Emanuel and 
Corbosiero said. For ex- 
ample, some people and 
officials underestimated 
2012's Sandy because it 
wasn't a hurricane and lost 
its tropical characteristic. 
RETIRED NAMES 

The committee also retired 
the names of 2019's Dorian, 
2020's Laura, Eta and lota 
because they caused so 
much damage, a routine 
decision. Dorian will be re- 
placed with Dexter for 2025 
and Laura will be replaced 
by Leah in 2026.) 
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U.S. charges Swiss ‘hacktivist’ for data 
theft and leaks 


By MATT O'BRIEN 

AP Technology Writer 

The Justice Department 
has charged a Swiss hack- 
er with computer intrusion 
and identity theft, just over 
a week after the hacker 
took credit for helping to 
break into the online sys- 
tems of a U.S. security- 
camera startup. An indict- 
ment against 21-year-old 
Till Kottmann was brought 
Thursday by a grand jury in 
the Seattle-based Western 
District of Washington. 
Federal prosecutors said 
Thursday that Kottmann, of 
Lucerne, Switzerland, was 
initially charged in Septem- 
ber. The range of allega- 
tions date back to 2019 and 
involve stealing credentials 
and data and publishing 
source code and proprie- 
tary information from more 
than 100 entities, including 
companies and govern- 
ment agencies. 

Kottmann had described 
the most recent hack and 
leak of camera footage 
from customers of Califor- 
nia security-camera_ pro- 
vider Verkada as part of a 
“hacktivist' cause of expos- 
ing the dangers of mass 
surveillance. 

Acting U.S. Attorney Tessa 


Gorman rejected’ those 
motives in a_ statement 
Thursday. 


"These actions can increase 
vulnerabilities for everyone 
from large corporations 
to individual consumers," 
Gorman wrote. "Wrapping 





In this March 4, 2020 file photo, a security camera is shown on 
the second floor of a row of rooms at a motel in Kent, Wash. 


oneself in an allegedly al- 
truistic motive does not re- 
move the criminal stench 
from such intrusion, theft, 
and fraud." 

Kottmann didn't immedi- 
ately return an online re- 
quest for comment Thurs- 


day. 
Swiss authorities said they 
had raided Kofttmann's 


home in Lucerne late last 
week at the request of U.S. 
authorities. It's not clear if 
U.S. prosecutors intend to 
extradite Kottmann, who 
remains in Lucerne and 
was notified of the pend- 
ing charges. Prosecutors 
say the FBI recently seized 
a website domain that 
Kottmann used to publish 
hacked data online. 

The indictment ties a num- 
ber of hacks to Kottmann 
over the past year, includ- 
ing one targeting an un- 
named _ security device 


manufacturer based in the 
Seattle region and another 
affecting a maker of tacti- 
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Divi Links Golf 
1 BR WK # 11 Room # 2313 
25 weeks remain 
Price :$8,5K 
Call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

213966 
Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 
Week 10/1207 (15k 
Week 11/1419 (13k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 


Conary B 


—_——_Z” SS SS “! 


213823 





Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceantront 526k 
Oceanside $16.500 
Oceanview $15,500 
3BEDROOM S28k 





WRK. 451 GW S39k 
WRK. 452 OV 549k 
* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 
2B Oceanfront $14k 
2B Oceanside S&k 
GV 56k OV S7k 
SJBEDROOM 313k 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM Season 
>? Bed OV $16500 
2B OF $26k 
IB OV S9k 
** Destination points $9 per 
port 
GOLD Season 
2B Oceantront $14k 
2BOV 59k 
l Bed $4k 
IB OF 39K 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 Linit#s22400 and 
Unit 41 2BC $6400 each week 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Week 27 and week 29 
Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 
(ther weeks also available 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 
2 bedroom 
weeks [and 1] ground Moor 
Week lO expires 2038 
Week Il expires 2037 
We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Plava Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 
We are the #1 


Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BLY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property, 





Contact: 

michelle@conciergerealty.com 
888-888-2204 Ext 109 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
ww facebook com/qroupsMamottAnbaSurl! 
ww facebook com/groups/MamiottAnuba'Ocean 








A13 


SATURDAY 20 MARCH 2021 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


cCaerahanal- 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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‘Operation Varsity Blues’ reenacts and reorients a scandal 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Chris 
Smith didn't initially think 
the 2019 college bribery 
scandal made for a good 
documentary subject. He 
was editing “Fyre,” the hit 
Netflix documentary about 
the music-festival fiasco, 
when his longtime collab- 
orator, Jon Karmen, sug- 
gested another real tale 
of fraud and spectacle be 
their next film. 

“| didn’t see it at all,” said 
Smith in a recent interview. 
“| thought it was well cov- 
ered.” 

But like so many Ameri- 
can scandals, there were 
deeper, less-widely under- 
stood layers to the college 
admissions media storm. 
Everyone knows about the 
celebrity mothers -- Lori 
Laughlin and Felicity Huff- 
man -- who went fo jail for 
using bribes to secure their 
children’s places aft elite 
Universities. But what about 
William “Rick” Singer, the 
mysterious orchestrator of 
the scheme? 

“Rick still felt like an enigma 
to me,” said Smith. “And 
the actual machinations 
and details of how this 
scheme actually worked, | 
didn’t understand.” 

Just as the failed Fyre fes- 
tival was a window into 
the farcical world of social 
media influencers, the col- 
lege bribery scandal re- 
vealed more widespread 
rot in higher education. By 
shifting the focus, Smith's 


a 
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Angela Nicholas portrays Donna Heinel, left, and Matthew Modine portrays William “Rick” 
Singer, right, in a recreated scene from the documentary “Operation Varsity Blues: The College 


Admissions Scandal.” 


“Operation Varsity Blues: 
The College Admission 
Scandal,” which debuts 
Wednesday on Nefiflix, at- 
tempts to reorient center 
stage in a headline-grab- 
bing drama that has al- 
ready soawned one Life- 
time movie. 

The documentary, like the 
scandal, has a dose of Hol- 
lywood. Smith uses a hybrid 
approach that includes 
familiar non-fiction tech- 
niques like talking heads, 
but if also uses reenact- 
ments drawn from the De- 
partment of Justice’s tran- 
scriots and wiretaps. Mat- 
thew Modine plays Singer, 
a former college counsel- 


or who created what he 
called a “side door” to col- 
lege admission that helped 
wealthy parents get their 
kids into top colleges like 
Stanford, Yale and the 
University of Southern Cali- 
fornia by bribing coaches, 
cheating on tests and falsi- 
fying student biographies. 

“Felicity Huffman is a col- 
league and | know her hus- 
band. My daughter worked 
for a couple of seasons on 
‘Shameless.’ | just felt bad 
for them,” says Modine. “As 
a parent — l've got two 
children that went to col- 
lege — we all want to do 
what's best for our children 
to help them get a leg up. 


Associated Press 


But not to this point, to the 
point of fraud.” 

Karmen, who wrote the 
documentary, focused on 
the FBI’s 204-page affida- 
vit. He and Smith used the 
taped phone conversa- 
tions and emails to script 
scenes that show how Sing- 
er operated, and how par- 
ents hooked into a scheme 
that in the high-priced, 
ultra-competitive world 
of top-tier colleges, didn’t 
seem so far-fetched. 

“Not a lot of people have 
the time to read through a 
200-page affidavit. Part of 
our job as filmmakers is to 
take all of this information 
and distill it into a format 








ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP) — 
Voting is open for the next 





This photo, provided by the Strong National Museum of Play, in 
Rochester, N.Y., Tuesday, March 16, 2021, shows 12 finalists for 
2021 induction into the Video Game Hall of Fame. 
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inductees into the World 
Video Game Hall of Fame, 


Call of Duty among finalists for Video Game Hall of Fame 


with Call of Duty, Guitar 
Hero and Animal Crossing 
among the 12 finalists. 

Also on the ballot an- 
nounced Thursday are: 
FarmVille, FIFA Internation- 
al Soccer, Mattel Football, 
Microsoft Flight Simulator, 
Pole Position, Portal, Star- 
Craft, Tron and Where in 
the World is Carmen San 
Diego. “These finalists em- 
body what it means to be 
a good game,” said Jon- 
Paul Dyson, director of the 
International Center for 
the History of Electronic 
Games at The Strong mu- 
seum, where the hall of 


fame is housed. 

The winners are chosen 
by an international com- 
mittee of journalists and 
scholars versed in video 
games and their role in so- 
ciety. Fans can weigh in as 
part of an online “Player’s 
Choice” ballot through 
March 25. 

The three inductees will 
take their place in the hall 
of fame during a virtual 
ceremony May 6, joining 
28 past honorees that in- 
clude Minecraft, Grand 
Theft Auto Ill, Jonn Mad- 
den Football, Pac-Man 
and Microsoft Solitaire.) 








that can be easily con- 
sumed,” says Smith. “Ab- 
sent many people wanting 
to go on camera, the wire- 
tao transcripts were the 
best lens into that world.” 
You won't see in “Opera- 
tion Varsity Blues” — the 
title comes from federal 
prosecutors’ name for the 
scheme — any teary apol- 
ogies, confessions of guilt, 
parent-child interviews or 
college officials pledg- 
ing to eradicate the influ- 
ence of money from the 
admissions process. While 
many of the more than 50 
people charged — includ- 
ing Laughlin and Huffman 
— have already served 
their prison terms, some 
are still awaiting sentenc- 
ing. Among them is Singer, 
who pleaded guilty to four 
felony charges in 2019 and 
who cooperated with in- 
vestigators in gathering ev- 
idence against his clients. 
“We reached to anyone 
and everyone that we 
could that was related to 
the story,” says Smith. “One 
of the only people that got 
back to us was John Van- 
demoer.” 

Vandemoer, a_ Stanford 
University sailing coach, 
was the first person sen- 
tenced in the scandal. He 
was given one day in pris- 
on, with time served, and 
a fine of $10,000. Stanford 
fired him. 

But Vandemoer also didn’t 
take money, himself. 
Speaking regretfully and 
candidly in the documen- 
tary, he describes how he 
believed Singer was mak- 
ing acceptable donations 
to the sailing program -- 
the kind athletic depart- 
ments and universities reg- 
ularly seek. Easily the most 
sympathetic figure in the 
film, Vandemoer is seen as 
a possibly naive but honest 
person who was punished 
for raising money for his 
employer. LJ 
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Sports always provides a conduit to forgiveness 


By PAUL NEWBERRY 

AP Sports Columnist 

Sorry, Rick Pitino’s return 
to the NCAA Tournament 
is not some feel-good tale 
of redemption, no matter 
how others might try to por- 
tray it. 

Same goes for all those 
other coaches and play- 
ers who got second, third, 
even fourth chances fo 
make up for their transgres- 
sions — or, even worse, 
have them shoved under a 
rug that no one Is ever sup- 
posed to go looking under. 
The bottom line: Just be- 
cause you have a pen- 
chant for winning, that 
doesn’t make you a win- 
ner. 

We're looking at you, Les 
Miles. 

You, too, Domingo Ger- 
man. 

While we're at it, let’s not 
forget Kareem Hunt. And 
Kyle Larson. And Mick- 
ey Callaway. And Hugh 
Freeze. And Bobby Petrino. 
Even Kobe Bryant, whose 
sexual assault case from 
early in his dazzling career 
was largely forgotten amid 
all the tributes that flowed 
in the wake of his tragic 
death. 

Sports has always provided 
a undemanding conduit to 
forgiveness, a get-out-jail- 
free card to anyone who 
displays a knack for bol- 
stering the bottom line of 
whatever team or school 
comes calling. 

Pitino is only the latest ex- 
ample in a long line of 
those who could rely on 
their success inside the lines 
to trump whatever sins they 
committed away from the 
arenas and stadiums. 

And, rest assured, he won't 
be the last. 

Let’s not forget, Pitino 
didn't even lose his job at 
Louisville after a tawdry ex- 
tortion case that stemmed 
from his brief sexual en- 
counter inside a restaurant 
with a woman who was not 
his wife. 

Later, it was revealed that 
he had paid for an abortion 
and the woman wound up 
marrying a member of his 
staff. 

Granted, Pitino was the 
victim of the extortion plot, 
but his personal behavior 
should have been a huge 





In this June 15, 2017, file photo, Louisville basketball coach Rick Pitino listens during an NCAA 
college basketball news conference in Louisville, Ky. 


red flag to the university. 

It was not. 

Pitino’s downfall in 2017 
came only after the Car- 
dinals were accused of 
paying players and arrang- 
ing escorts for potential re- 
cruits. While he was never 
tied directly to the case, 
and dubiously maintained 
that he knew nothing 
about the brothel that had 
been set up right outside his 
door, the school had little 
choice except to send him 
packing. 

That should have been the 
end of Pitino’s coaching 
career. 

It was not. 

After an exile to Greece, 
Pitino returned to the col- 
lege ranks last year at lona, 
following a well-worn path 
for those tinged by scan- 
dal. He wasn't going to be 
hired by a blue-blood pro- 
gram like Louisville — not 
yet, anyway — so he land- 
ed with a lesser-known pro- 
gram that could smooth 
the white-washing of his 
previous scandals. 

In his first season with the 
Gaels, he led them fo the 
NCAA Tournament. 


Naturally, Paterno was 


quick to downplay all his 
missteps along the way, 
Qa convenient tack that 
doesn’t seem to bother 
those who hired him to be 
the leader of young men 
at the private, Catholic col- 
lege in New Rochelle, New 
York. 

No matter how brief their 
appearance in the Big 
Dance, the Gaels will be 
dancing all the way to the 
bank. 

“Personally, I’ve got fo 
make amends with my 
family if I’ve done things 
wrong,’ Pitino said ahead 
of Saturday's game against 
second-seeded Alabama. 
“Professionally, they know 
what I’m all about. They 
know that nothing being 
said has any semblance 
of truth at all. They’re fine 
with that. We're a family 
that is very strong together. 
We don’t pay attention to 
that.” 

Our eyes had not stopped 
rolling when Pitino further 
insisted that he intends to 
finish his career at lona, a 
school with roughly 4,000 
students that plays in the 
Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference. 


Associated Press 


Again, he would prefer 
you not look at his history 
as a coaching vagabond 
who's always had his eye 
out for a better job. 

We'll see if he sticks to his 
guns If a school with a high- 
profile vacancy, such as In- 
diana or UNLV, comes call- 
INg. 

“You could come to me 
with the greatest job on 
Earth and | would not con- 
sider it,” the 68-year-old 
Pitino said. “I’m not go- 
ing anywhere. If | go any- 
where, it’s going to be re- 
tirement. And I’m not look- 
ing forward fo retiring any 
time soon.” 

LSU should have sent Miles 
into retirement way back in 
2013 after a report detail- 
ing a wide range of sexual 
misconduct allegations 
against the Mad _ Hatter, 
including how he “tried to 
sexualize the staff of stu- 
dent workers in the football 
program by, for instance, 
allegedly demanding that 
he wanted blondes with 
big breasts, and ‘pretty 
girls.’” 

Then-athletic director Joe 
Alleva evenrecommended 
that Miles be fired, but the 


higher-ups at LSU wouldn't 
hear of it — we're guessing 
because the coach was 
only two years removed 
from a trip to the national 
championship game. 

Miles was eventually fired 
during the 2016 season, but 
only because the Tigers’ 
record had taken had 
taken a nosedive. In fact, 
the school went to great 
lengths to ensure the ugly 
allegations never came to 
light, even as Miles landed 
another job at lowly Kan- 
Sas. 

Only after a lawsuit by USA 
Today forced LSU to release 
the long-buried report did 
Miles lose his job with the 
Jayhawks, too 

Of course, that was an 
easy call to make in light of 
a 3-18 record in Miles’ first 
two years as coach. We're 
guessing Kansas wouldn't 
have been so quick to act 
if Miles had gone 18-3 in- 
stead. 

Meanwhile, as baseball 
prepares for a new sea- 
son, German has returned 
to the mound for the New 
York Yankees after being 
sidelined since late in the 
2019 season for an alleged 
domestic violence incident 
involving his girlfriend. 
Initially, there were signs 
that German might be 
scorned in the clubhouse. 
First baseman Luke Voit said 
his teammate was “skating 
on thin ice” and that “a lot 
of guys look at him differ- 
ently now.” 

But, as usual, those harsh 
feelings melted away as 
German turned in nine 
scoreless innings over his 
first three spring starts, all 
but locking Up a return to 
the Yankees rotation. 
Remember, this is a guy 
who was 18-4 in that last 
season he pitched. This is 
a guy who can help the 
Yankees end a dozen-year 
drought since their last 
World Series championship. 
“He looked really pol- 
ished,’’ manager Aaron 
Boone told New York re- 
oorters after German's last 
outing. “You kind of say, 
‘That's a really good pitch- 
er right there. A guy who 
can do a lot of things on 
the mound.’” 

Off the mound? 

All is forgiven.) 
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In this March 7, 2020, handout photo provided by Punch Down, Przemyslay “Sutek” Sutkowski, 
left, and Lukasz “Dunaj” Dunajko compete in the Punch Down slap fight event in Poznan, Poland. 
Associated Press 


Slap in the face: Da Crazy Hawaiian, 
rising slap fight star 


By DAN GELSTON 

AP Sports Writer 

The future of slap fighting 
in the United States -- UFC 
President Dana White is an 
advocate of the sport -- just 
might be in the palm of the 
Da Crazy Hawaliian’s hand. 
Slap fighting, yes the art of 
striking another fighter with 
an open hand for sport, is 
the latest head-turning 
spectacular. 

“Some people just need to 
be slapped,” Da Crazy Ha- 
walian said. 

Trying to poke fun at the 
slap-until-you re-knocked 
out-soort would be, yes, a 
slap in the face to the Da 
Crazy Hawaiian. 

He might take offense, but 
Layne Kaililauokekoa_  Vi- 
ernes — his actual name — 
can handle the pain. 

He has has dished out the 
fiercest open-hand smacks 
in the United States in his 
bid to be the most punish- 
ing slapper in slap fighting. 
The soundtrack from. his 
highlight reel of slaps 
sounds like the constant 
cracking of a bullwhip and 
he’s used his heavy hand 
of justice to defeat every 
cherry-cheeked_ challeng- 
erin his path. 

“lim putting my head on 
the line,” Viernes said. “| 
want to be a pioneer in the 
sport.” 

Viernes has joined the Slap- 
Strike roster and will aopear 
as a guest Saturday on the 
promotion’s “The War from 


Warsaw” pay-per-view 
event in Poland. The $14.99 
event streams across all 
FITE platforms and pro wres- 
tlers Matt Striker and Vam- 
piro are on the broadcast 
team. 

The rules for fights on Satur- 
day’s card are simple: 

—— The match will consist 
of three alternate slaps or 
strikes. 

__ There is a 60-second time 
limit between strikes. 

__ The offensive player's 
feet must be no_ further 
apart than shoulder dis- 
tance. 

__ Alegal strike is one that is 
delivered only to the cheek 
of the opponent with an 
open palm. 

Please, make sure the ice 
buckets are full. 

The 6-foot-3, 370-pound 
Viernes, who turns 31 next 
month, was raised on the 
Hawaiian island of Oahu 
and since settled in Spring- 
field, Missouri. He played 
football, wrestled, even 
boxed growing up on 
the island. But the goal of 
slapping another man silly 
wasn't set until around 2018 
when he saw videos of Vas- 
ily “Dumpling” Kamotsky, 
the big Russian universally 
recognized as the greatest 
slap fighting champion. 

“| saw, whoa, man, this is 
what | want to do,” Viernes 
said. “Once | figured out 
it was a thing, | just really 
wanted to do If. If was just 
in me. Everyone around 


me thought it was a joke. 
Thought | was just talking 
just to talk.” 

The reality was, he was slap- 
ping just to get slapped. 
Viernes works in construc- 
tion and it was during a 
break he saw an ad for a 
slap fighting competition in 
Branson, the entertainment 
tourist soot and home of 
the comic Yakov Smirnoff. 
Viernes called his fiancee 
and told her “this is my 
chance.” 

The slap fights were only 40 
miles down the road! What 
a country. 

“| called the promoter and 
said, ‘Hey, you got room for 
me? I’m willing to do it yes- 
terday,’” Viernes said. 
What happened next went 
down in slap fight lore -- 
and with some 1.4 million 
YouTube views. 

Da Crazy Hawaiian and 
Hillbilly Hippie got to lay 
the slap down round af- 
ter round that led to a few 
punch-drunk stumbles but 
no decision. Neither fighter 
turned the other cheek. 
Finally, the moment of truth: 
the rattled Hippie stood 
with his hands clasped 
behind his back. Viernes 
measured his right hand 
against the Hippie’s face 
and brought it back while 
the crowd chanted “One! 
Two! Three!” and with that, 
came the slap shot that 
rocked 350 pounds of beef 
into his sootter and they 
crashed to the floor. The 
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Saul “Canelo” Alvarez speaks to the press at Hard Rock 
Stadium, Monday, Feb. 22, 2021, in Miami Gardens, Fla. 


Canelo Alvarez to face 
Saunders on May 8 at 
AT&T Stadium 


ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — Canelo Alvarez will return 
to AT&I Stadium for a world super-middleweight 
Unification fight May 8 against undefeated Billy Joe 


Mexico’s Alvarez regularly fights on or near Cinco de 
Mayo, though the coronavirus pandemic prevented 
such a bout last year. He'll bring his WBC and WBA 
titles into the ring against British favorite Saunders, the 


“We are proud to host a boxing match of this mag- 
nitude as we welcome back Canelo Alvarez to AT&T 
Stadium to take on Billy Joe Saunders,” said Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones, who expects a crowd of 60,000 
for the event. “AT&T Stadium was built to house the 
greatest sporting events on the planet, and we feel 
we have another incredible boxing event on the ho- 
rizon with this matchup taking place in Arlington on 


Alvarez (59-1-2, 37 knockouts), one of the best 
bound-for-oound fighters in boxing, knocked out 
Liam Smith at the stadium in September 2016. He has 
kept busy despite the pandemic with victories in De- 
cember by decision over Callum Smith, and a third- 
round knockout of Avni Yildirim in February. 
Saunders (30-0, 14 KOs) last fought in December, tak- 
iNg a Unanimous decision over Martin Murray. 
Alvarez has held world titles since 2011. His only loss 
was to Floyd Mayweather in 2013 by majority deci- 
sion, and his draw was with Gennady Golovkin in 
2017. He won a majority decision against Triple G the 
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dazed Hippie needed 
three people to help him to 
his feet while the Branson 
crowd went wild. 

On that night, a slapperstar 
was born. 

“It TOOK me a week fo stop 
looking like the ‘Goonies’ 
monster,” Viernes said. 

His secret to success? 

“| like to channel my chi, 
channel my energy,” he 
said. “It’s all fun and games 
until you figure out, man, 
this guy is hitting me with 
something else other than 


just his hand. It’s an inner- 
energy you bring out. | ba- 
sically bring my power from 
the ground.” 

The Dumpling fights Ma- 
ciej Kwiatkowski in the first 
round of the tournament 
and Viernes will appear 
on the broadcast to chal- 
lenge the champion. 

“I’m hoping it’s Dumpling,” 
Viernes said. “| just need to 
let them know, you guys 
might have started it, but 
America is here to reign 
over it for years to come.” L) 


